YOUR OWN
PRIVATE IDAHO
Whitetail Club offers year-round activities and adventure.
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n just under an hour and three quarters, you can fly from
SFO to Boise, Idaho, hop in a car, and head north for
one of the most spectacular 60-minute drives in America. While enjoying Idaho State Highway 55, you’ll
wend your way through the Salmon River Mountains,
find yourself dazzled by the Payette River Scenic byway,
and arrive at the crystalline waters of Payette Lake—
one of those breathtaking spots you see in a movie or a commercial
for a fabulous SUV, but can’t possibly imagine is real.
Indeed, the sheer beauty of McCall, Idaho, is nothing short of
extraordinary. This small town embraces the southern edge of

Payette Lake and is known as a sportsman’s paradise. Downtown
McCall is a pretty village with a definite Western flavor. Buildings
crafted from giant timbers abound, while charming cafes intermingle with shops selling state-of-the-art speedboats and snowmobiles. Boating, water skiing, jet skiing, kayaking, and scenic
cruises on the crystal clear six-mile lake are among the number of
activities available, and a host of local outfitters supply watercraft
ranging from sailboats to kayaks. As James A. Frank wrote for
LINKS Magazine, “McCall is a verdant blend of beauty and bucks,
communing with nature and commerce.” It is the ideal starting
point for adventures ranging from winter skiing and snowmobiling
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to summer hiking, boating, fishing, and biking. Hikers and mountain bikers enjoy a vast range of trails (suited for a wide range of
experience levels) in and around McCall. Nearby ski area
Brundage Mountain offers lift-assisted biking on more than 20
miles of single-track downhill trails for thrill seekers who enjoy
downhill mountain biking from its 7,640-foot summit.
For anglers, the rivers and backcountry mountain lakes of Idaho
are legendary for their natural beauty and bounty. Countless northcentral Idaho rivers and streams provide a tough choice for those
deciding where to fish, but the nearby Snake and Salmon rivers are
great bets for fly fishing enthusiasts. Area rivers also provide a host
of choices for summer recreation. Guided trips for whitewater rafting, kayaking, and scenic, family-friendly canoeing and float trips
are among the many options available.
The jewel in the crown of McCall, though, is the Whitetail
Club, a private enclave set on 1,300 acres. Homeowner/members
enjoy a picturesque retreat nestled in a family-friendly mountain
community complete with dining, recreation, fitness facilities, and
a golf course named to Golf Digest’s “Top 100” list. Whitetail members also gain exclusive access to the nearby Shore Lodge resort,
which is home to outstanding restaurants and amenities.
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At the heart of the Whitetail Club is the impressive 6,000square-foot Fish & Swim Club and a 14,000-square-foot Indoor
Tennis & Fitness Center. The recently opened spa on the property,
called The Cove, is winning awards and accolades for its worldclass service as well. The Cove’s amenities include indoor and outdoor saltwater immersion pools lined with granite boulders, a
24-hour fitness studio complete with the latest cardiovascular and
strength training equipment, and a full salon. In addition, all resident/members of Whitetail have access to Shore Lodge’s beach
and marina.
Summers at Whitetail Club are active, to say the least. In
essence, you could try a new sport every day, but golfers rejoice in
playing on the Whitetail Club course designed by two-time U.S.
Open champion Andy North and architect Roger Packard. The
holes are set against wonderful terrain with steep hillsides and
stands of Ponderosa Pines augmenting the first few narrow holes.
The back nine holes open into blooming meadows with wide
greens and end amongst fields of tall grasses. After playing a round,
it’s easy to understand why this course was recently honored with
two 2014 awards from Golfweek magazine, including “Best Courses
You Can Play” and “Best Resort Courses.”

“To be honored not once, but twice in a single awards season
by one of the industry’s leading publications is a true accomplishment,” notes Dan Scott, general manager of Whitetail Club.
“Our team of accredited golf professionals and highly-trained
groundskeepers work tirelessly to provide a premier golf experience
to both Whitetail Club members and Shore Lodge guests.”
Winter brings not only some of the most beautiful scenery to
McCall, but also some of the best snow in the West. Those in the
know head to Brundage Mountain for what Ski Magazine has
called the “best powder in North America” for its beautiful terrain
and uncrowded conditions. Located just 10 minutes from Whitetail, Brundage Mountain has runs for everyone in the family as
well as backcountry snowcat tours.
In addition to alpine skiing, McCall is a mecca for Nordic
skiers, who enjoy miles of groomed cross-country ski trails
throughout the area, ranging from Ponderosa State Park to scenic
trails throughout the Whitetail community itself. For the hearty,
snowshoeing is another option for enjoying the snowy vistas at a
more leisurely pace. Whitetail and nearby Ponderosa State Park are
two great options for hitting the ground by snowshoe.
With Northern Idaho’s incredible snow conditions, it’s no sur-

prise that snowmobiling is virtually a vocation in McCall. Departing right from their Whitetail Club residences, snowmobilers can
enjoy about 500 miles of groomed trails that seem customdesigned to showcase Idaho’s spectacular natural beauty.
Another year-round activity that is unique to the area is taking
a break in a soothing, mineral-rich natural hot spring. Among the
choices is nearby Gold Fork Hot Springs, which offers a finished
swimming pool-style soak in its warm waters. The more rustic
Burgdorf Hot Springs, located about 30 miles from McCall, offers
a choice of hot spring pools, the largest of which maintains a temperature of about 100 degrees Fahrenheit year-round.
While many can visit McCall, only a select few families will
call this magnificent place home. A limited selection of home
sites offering golf, lake, and/or mountain views is available, as well
as a handful of richly appointed, custom-furnished new cabin
homes. Prospective buyers can also select from custom home
designs by award-winning architect Jerry Locati of Locati Associates in Bozeman, Montana, created exclusively for the Whitetail community.
For outdoor enthusiasts who want a dash of luxury, nothing
quite compares. ◆
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